FIRST VISIT TO AMERICA
Professor Woodrow Wilson representing the rival debating society, the American Whig Society. Woodrow Wilson's theme was " Princeton in the National Service ". He maintained that by far the most important thing for Princeton to do was to give the kind of education best adapted for making them good citizens. " It should be a place where to learn the truth about the past and hold debates about the affairs of the present." The oration, which was delivered with great dignity and with excellent elocution, roused the audience to the highest pitch of enthusiasm.
In the afternoon there was a football match between Princeton and the University of Virginia. It was my first introduction to American football and I enjoyed it very heartily. I have attempted on page 189 to give some account of the American game.
The day closed with a torchlight procession over a mile long which the President of the United States and his wife, Mrs Cleveland, came to see. A year had been spent in organising it. It was headed by a corps dressed in the uniform of the " Mercer Blues ", the Princeton regiment that fought in the Civil War. Their leader :arried the sword General Hugh Mercer had worn at the Battle of Princeton, and was followed by representatives }f sixty "classes", beginning with the class of 1839. There were lanterns and torches of almost every colour, :>ut orange, the Princeton colour, overtopped them all, :he others looking like specks of colour on an orange ground.
The morning of the third day was spent in conferring ifty-six honorary degrees. On the recipients and the lelegates were to be seen the gowns of almost every uni-rersity and academy, along with some of a type that had tever been seen before. It was, I believe, the first time that 179